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thirty thousand men. I was told by some of the caravan that
there were inscriptions in this castle, but I met with none.
About two hundred yards from the N.E. angle of the great
gate are the ruins of a strong house built with stone and lime;
and at about the distance of a mile and a half to the N.E. are
other remains. But noon approaching, and the weather being
clear, I was fearful the caravan might proceed, so would not
venture to be absent any longer; otherwise should have
remained here till evening. ,
I should have been glad, with agreeable company, to have
made a progress along the river, being persuaded we should
have met with many magnificent remains.
The tomb of Ezekiel is said to be only twenty miles east
from hence1, and, as he died in captivity, it is probable he
was buried somewhere near Babylon. This is another reason
justifying my opinion of this city being situated hereabouts.
Not that I imagine Alcander to be any part of it, as I think
it of much later date; perhaps the work of the Greek or
Palmyrian states; for, after the destruction of Babylon, there
still remained several large cities in this part of the country.
The fort then might be erected for the protection of the
commerce carried on between them and Palmyra. Though
the soil is good, and plenty of water, it is at present totally
deserted of every living creature, except serpents and wild
beasts; so thoroughly is accomplished the prophecies of
Isaiah xiii. 19, 20, 21, 22, and Jeremiah li. 29, 53.
Indeed, when I consider the once magnificent state of
Babylon, its stupendous walls and hanging gardens, so
pompously described in antient history, it seems little less
than miraculous that it should be so totally eradicated as not
to leave sufficient traces to determine, with any exactness, its
former situation. If I was to interpret literally the prediction
of Jeremiah li. 63, 64, where he says, 'And it shall be, when
thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt
bind a stone to it, and cast it into the middle of Euphrates,
and thou shalt say, thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise
1 The reputed Tomb of Ezekiel is at Kifl, 17 miles to the north of
Najaf.